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MR. KELKAR: But the work will be in proportion to the negative mental
condition. You should be prepared to make some allowance for those Swarajists
who put some mental reservation as many of them have already done so.
If that mental reservation goes to the length of believing that
the charkha will do no good, then you are bound to reject it.
The co-operation in respect of the charkha that I expect from
Swarajists is not of the same kind and measure as might be expec-
ted from me regarding Council work and that is clearly put
forth in the agreement. I do not expect impossible things from you*
What I do expect from you is just that amount of support and
strictest honesty in giving it to the measure of your ability and
conviction and not a whit more. That is the spirit in which I want
every member to approach this agreement and, if it is not that
spirit, I prophesy that our movement will be a failure. But I will
not have failed even then. Of course, I would be considered
an egregious fellow, an egotist as some Europeans say and some
Indians too say, that I alone claim to understand human nature and
no one else does. I believe I am right. Others may be equally
in the right, but if I do not believe in my Tightness and in my
methods I would be unfit to be at the helm of affairs. What I
want to correct is that bad mentality, that mental reservation, to
which Mr. Kelkar refers. There should be no mental reservation-
Let no one think that the Swarajists are the enemies of India. Nor
do I believe that the poor anarchist is the enemy of India. He
acts according to his own lights* How can I judge? I can judge
only his action, but there is no analogy here.
I say to No-changers, elf you do not believe in the
charkha, you will find ultimately there is no other alternative
method for you, unless you resort to violent methods. If you
find .that the charkha does not satisfy your patriotic soul, you must
go to Councils where at least you make a splash and get the dis-
charge of some prisoners,3 If today the Swarajists will sacrifice
their dearest principles and say they want the discharge of pri-
soners in the Andamans, they can get it, but they are true to aJl
the trust they have imposed on themselves and they will make no
such bad bargain for the country. They have not gone to the
Council in order to get the discharge of Andaman prisoners or
even of a miserable ailing man in Yeravda Jail. I have often
said and I repeat that, if you do not believe in the charkha, the
only alternative is that you must go to the Councils. That is^the
secret of so many persons going to the Councils to do something.
After all, those who have gone to the Councils represent the best
intellects in the country. They are seasoned soldiers. Where, for